
Shahmukhi Gurmukhi Sanskrit IPA Transliteration Letter Chart

` <> الله SIBILANTS CONSONANTS
(vyañjana4)

SEMI-
VOWELS1 

VOWELS2

(svara5)

voicing
unvoiced [hard] 

(aghoṣa6)
voiced [soft]
(saghoṣa)

independent form dependent form

phonetics
fricative 
(ūṣman7)

plosive
(sparśa8)

nasal
(anunāsika)

approximant
(antastha9)

simple2

[pure]
compound3

[impure]
simple2

[pure]
compound3

[impure]
consonantal
allophones10

aspiration
aspirate

(mahāprāṇa11)
simple

(alpaprāṇa12)
aspirate (“h”)
(mahāprāṇa)

simple
(alpaprāṇa)

aspirate (“h”)
(mahāprāṇa)

simple
(alpaprāṇa)

pure aspirate short
(hrasva)

long
(dīrgha, pluta)

(anusvāra &
visarga)

guttural/velar
(kaṇṭhya)

throat
ك ق  k 

A
 k

/k/ /q/ /k/ /k/

k

K o  کھ
/kh/ /kh/ /kh/

kh

g g گ
/g/  /g/  /g/

g

" G_گھ
/gɦ/ /kə̀/ /gɦ/

gh

' |  ن
/n/ /ŋ/ /ŋ/

   ng ṅ

ہ ح   h 
B

 h
/ɦ/ /ɦ/ /ɦ/ /ɦ/

h(5)

َ ع ا  A 
C

 A
 / /   /ə/ /ɐ ə/

a

آ  Aw Aa
/aː/ /a:/ /aː/

ā

>N M A ں
/˜/ /n ŋ ɳ/ /˜/

aṁ/ṃاے ey @
/eː/ /e:/ /eː/

e

AY @e اےَ
/ɛː/ /ɛː/ /əi/

    ai a-i
palatal

(tālavya)
soft 

palate

ش
 S z
/ʃ/  /ʃ/  /ɕ/

  sh ś

c c چ
/tʃ/ /tʃ/ /tɕ/

ch

C D چھ
/tʃh/ /tʃʰ/ /tɕʰ/

chh

j j ج
/dʒ/ /dʒ/ /dʑ/

j

J H جھ
/dʒʱ/ /tʃə̀/ /dʑʱ/

jh

| \ ن
/n/ /ɲ/ /ɲ/

  ny ñ

ی ے  X 
D y

/j/  /ɛː/  /j/  /j/

y(4)

ِ # ie ا
/ɪ/  /ɪ/  /ɪ/

i

$ eI ایِ
/iː/  /i:/  /iː/

ī

[ ] A>
//  //  /x/

aḥ

cerebral/
retroflex

(mūrdhanya)

hard 
palate

ش
 S ;
/ʃ/  /ʃ/  /ʂ/

   sh ṣ

t q ٹ
/ʈ/  /ʈ/  /ʈ/

ṭ

T Q ٹھ
/ʈʰ/ /ʈʰ/ /ʈʰ/

ṭh

ڈ  f f
/ɖ/ /ɖ/ /ɖ/

ḍ

F F ڈھ
/ɖʱ/ /ʈə̀/ /ɖʱ/

ḍh

] x ن
/n/ /ɳ/ /ɳ/

ṇ

r r ر
/ɾ r/ /ɾ/ /ɽ ɾ r/

r(3)

ڑ  V \
/ɽ/  /ɽ/  /ɽ/

ṛ

[ ] §
//  //  /ɽː/

     ṝ

]
kṣ

dental
(dantya)

teeth
ث س ص  s 

E s
/s/  /s/  /s/  /s/  /s/ 

s

ت ط  q 
F t

/t̪/  /t̪/  /t̪/  /t̪/

t

Q w تھ
/t̪ʰ/ /t̪ʰ/ /t̪ʰ/

th

d d د
/d̪/ /d̪/ /d̪/

d

D x دھ
/d̪ʱ/ /t̪ə̀/ /d̪ʱ/

dh

n n ن
/n/ /n/ /n/

n

l l ل
/l/  /l/  /l/

l(1)

L ¤
/ɭ/  /ɭ/

   ḷ

[ ] ¥
//  //  /ɭ:/

     ḹ

Ç
trاو E Aae

/oː/ /o:/ /oː/

o

AO AaE او
/ɔː/ /ɔː/ /əu/

   au a-u
labial

(oṣṭhya)
libs

p p پ
/p/ /p/ /p/

p

( P پھ
/pʰ/ /pʰ/ /pʰ/

ph

b b ب
/b/ /b/ /b/

b

- B بھ
/bʱ/ /pə̀/ /bʱ/

bh

m m م
/m/ /m/ /m/

m

 v و
G

 v
/ʋ/ /ʋ/ /ʋ/

v(2)

ُ % au ا
/ʊ/ /ʊ/ /ʊ/

u

^ aU او
/uː/ /u:/ /uː/

ū

}
jñ

letters 
in   loa  nwords  

     ظ 
ض

ژ    ز   


ذ 


 _z H

/z/ /z/ /ʒ/ /z/ /z/ /z/   

z

خ
_^
/x/  /x/

kh

غ
_Z

/Ɣ/  /Ɣ/ 

ġ

&_ف
/f/  /f/

f

simple
(alpaprāṇa)

some conjunct
consonants

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahmukhi_alphabet#Loanwords
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahmukhi_alphabet#Loanwords
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Notes:
1 SEMI-VOWELS: The five letters in this column are the beej (seed) mantras of first five chakras, respectively (number of chakra indicated in brackets with transliteration). The four semi-vowels (y, r, l, v) are sometimes 

also referred to as “liquids”. In the English language, for example, the letters "w" and "y" are considered semi-volwes, the letters "r" and "l" are considered liquids. Although the actual etymology of the word "liquid" here 
most probably differs, it could also be understood as the state of aggregation between solid (consonants) and gaseous (vowels): "Vowels embody the infinity of the Spirit, the consonants the limits of the Matter and the 
semi-vowels, antastah, the intermediaries." - Sri Aurobindo

2 VOWELS: The vowels are arranged according to the development of sound production of the tongue in the mouth. The vowels “i” and “u” develop from “a”; the three together being termed primary [1] or cardial [3]. 
The vowels “ṛ” and “ḷ” then develop further from “i”, therefore appearing after that; these five together being termed simple or basic. Since “e” is produced by “sounding a through the i mouth position” and “o” by 
“sounding a through the u mouth position” they are termed compound or composite. Furtheron, “a-i” is described by combining an “e” with an “a” (sounding like in “aisle” or “pie”), and “a-u” by combining an “a” with a “u” 
(sounding like in “down” or “hound”). Consequently, all four letters e, o, a-i, and a-u are termed compound or composite. [1] The vowel “e” is considered palato-guttural (kaṇṭhatālavya), the vowel “o” is considered labio-
guttural (kaṇṭhoṣṭhya), hence their position in the diagram. [3,4]

3 Also termed DIPHTHONG: A diphthong (literally "double sound"), also known as a gliding vowel, is a combination of two adjacent vowel sounds within the same syllable. In most varieties of English, the phrase 
“no highway cowboys” /ˌnoʊ ˈhaɪweɪ ˈkaʊbɔɪz/ has five diphthongs, one in every syllable. [WP] Listening to the pronunciation of Sanskrit letters on [5] and [6], it becomes evident why the letters “a-i” and “a-u” are 
considered diphthongs, not so, however, in case of the letters “e” and “o”. Listening to the pronunciation of Gurmukhi letters on [7], none of the vowels seems to sound like a diphthong. Hence the difference in the 
notation “ai” and “au” for the Gurmukhi letters and “a-i” and “a-u” for the corresponding Sanskrit letters, respectively. However, [1] states that even the sounds “a-i” and “a-u” should be produced without any glide or slide 
between “a” and “i” and between “a” and “u”, respectively. Elsewhere [1] also states that ALL vowels “may be sounded continuously for a full breath, there is no glide from one sound to another.” (!)

4 vyañjana: decoration, ornament; manifestation, indication; specification; insignia, paraphernalia [MW]
5 svara: sound, noise, voice, tone, accent; air breathed through the nostrils; note of the musical scale; symbolical expression for the number seven [MW]
6  ghoṣa: noise, sound, cry, roar, the soft sound heard in the articulation of the sonant (voiced) consonants [MW]
7 ūṣman: heat, glow, ardour, hot vapour, steam, vapour [MW]
8  sparśa: touch, contact, tangibility, feeling, sensation, collective Name of the twenty-five consonants constituting the five classes from k to m [MW]
9  antastha: (literally) standing at the end [MW]
10 anusvāra: nasal after-sound following a vowel; visarga: unvoiced breath following a vowel; both together called the sixteen mātṛkā or śakti [1]
11 maha: great, mighty, strong, big, large, excessive [MW]
12 alpa: small, minute, little, few, short [MW]

Multiple mapped Shahmukhi Letters:

A   k - ك [kāf /k/]  ق [qāf /q/ sometimes ਕ਼]

B   h - ح [baṛī ḥē /ɦ/]  ہ  [choṭi hē or gol hē /ɦ, /∅ ]

C   A -  آ  َ ا   [alef /ʌ, ə, ʔ, , ∅ æ, a:/]  ع [‘ain /ɑː, oː, eː, ʔ, ʕ, /] ∅

D   X - ی [choṭī yē, XI /j, iː, ɑː/]  ے [baṛī yē, Xy XY /j, ɛː, eː/]

E   s - 
 - S  &  [/swāt/suād /s] ص  [/sīn /s] س  [/sē /s] ث

ش
 [śīn] (hushing sibilants, 1st palatal, 2nd not in diagram) [s is dental]

F   q - 
 [/toe /t̪] ط  [/tē /t̪] ت

G   v - و  [wāʾo /ʋ, uː, oː, ɔː/]

H   z - ذ


 [zāl /z/]  ز  [zē /z/]  ژ  [zhē /ʒ/]  
ض

 [zwāt/zuād /z/]  
 (voiced hissing sibilants)  [/zoe /z] ظ

do-cashmī hē /ʰ/ or /ʱ/ (all aspirated letters)  ھ

Some more ancient forms of Sanskrit letters: H=t  [=u  l=Ò  A=
Shahmukhi approximate letters clasification:  ^, Z guttural; & labial/labio-dental; z palatal to dental
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PLEASE SEND comments, corrections, etc. to Sat Siri Singh, sss@kundalini-khalsa.com. Thank you.
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